Davies, based in Hamble.
Merron and Clarke will
compete in the smaller but
equally competitive Class 40.
For Caffari, the Transat is
a vital qualifier for the
Vendée Globe race, the
biggest and most difficult
race in the sailing calendar.
Reigning Transat champion Mike
Golding, from Southampton, was forced
to abandon plans his defend his title fol-
lowing delays replacing the carbon keel
blade on his yacht Ecover III.
Gosport-based Brian Thompson also
withdrew from the race following delays
with the build of a new mast for yacht
Pindar.
Southampton’s Jonny Malbon was the
latest race casualty, pulling out on May 2

three most prestigious single-
handed events: the Route du
Rhum, the Vendée Globe and
the Transat.

The Artemis Transat, for-

A merly known as the Original
SAM DAVIES

Singlehanded Transatlantic
Race (OSTAR), came to life in
1960 when five pioneer
yachtsmen crossed the Plymouth start
line in a revolutionary new race.

Among them was Sir Francis
Chichester, sailing the now legendary
yacht Gipsy Moth III, who 40 days later
crossed the Boston finish line to secure a
place in sailing history.

Since then, the world’s top sailors have
come together every four years to battle
it out for the Transat title.

“l owe it to a lot of people
who have been very support-
ive over the past year.”

Simon Clarke, Clarke Offshore
Racing, Class 40

Beaulieu-based Clarke has
more than 20 years of ocean
racing under his belt, and is
the unsung hero of many
notable campaigns including
Hugo Boss and Aera.

“Clarkee”, 42, is known for
his passion and attention to
detail.

He said: “This race is one of
the classics and it has been a
lifelong ambition compete in it.

“The boat is new to me, so it
will be a baptism of fire.”



