THE oldest solo
boat race in history
is set to start in
Plymouth today as
skippers set out on
a 2,800-mile course
across the North At-
lantic.

The Artemis Transat,

which has been held every
four years since 1960, will
see 24 skippers race across
the ocean to Boston, USA.

Thousands of people have
had a glimpse of the boats
all week at the Transat Vil-
lage based at Plymouth's
Sutton Harbour on the Bar-
bican.

The skippers have enjoyed
good weather for much of

the week as safety checks
are done on their boats.

The warm weather will be
a stark contrast to what
they will face on the other
side of the Atlantic where
they will encounter cold
conditions, fog and the
threat of ice.

Crowds are expected to
line the coast around Ply-
mouth Sound as the com-
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petitors leave the harbour
and head for the start be-
vond the Breakwater.

The 24 boats will leave the
harbour from around
9.30am onwards when the
skippers will parade the
yachts in front of the Hoe
before getting ready for the
race start at 2pm.

@ Transat preview, page 50







